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organized not for aggression but for national defence,
The army, gendarmerie and police force, when aligned
to the long land frontiers, are disproportionate to
the magnitude of the task that might confront them,
but they are adequate for the maintenance of internal
order, Reza Shah, who was labelled by many as
a militarist, is the ruler of one of the most pacific
countries in the world. He has clearly defined pacts
of non-aggression with many of his neighbours, and,
incidentally, Iran, a member of the League of Nations
since its inception, is one of the most zealous supporters
of that institution.
Another work which the Shah initiated, and which
is now nearing completion, is a census, the first Iran
has even known* Computations of Iran's population
have hitherto been made by methods exceedingly
rough and ready. From the compilations already
made, it seems likely that that first accurate head-
counting will place the population above fifteen
millions.
Reza Shah has sometimes been accused of adopting
an anti-foreign attitude, and of pursuing a course
of exaggerated nationalism. Englishmen will call to
mind, in this connection, the dispute which still
languishes as to the title to the Bahrein Islands, the
long negotiations with the oil companies, and the
difficulties of Great Britain's Imperial Airways in
flying over Iran. Much of this is due to an incom-
patability of ideas, and a refusal by some to realize
that Iran has now advanced from the Middle Ages
to an era when she has an acute appreciation of her
sovereign rights, and of the value to be placed on these.